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Introduction

In the autumn of 1889, during the inaugural chartering of the
University of Idaho, I made an unprecedented geological
discovery within the basalt-rich terrain of loscow, Idaho.

Nestled in the sumptuous rolling hills of the Palouse, a
previously unknown mineral emerged from the depths of the earth.

This rare and enigmatic mineral--which I have named
“Vandalite”--exhibits a unigque golden chromatic signature known
as Pride Gold set against a background of jet-black obsidian.

The distinct Pride Gold hue of Vandalite emerges from the
depths of obsidian, a phenomenon suggesting an alchemical
transmutation within the volcanic matrix of the Palouse.
Encased in silica-rich volcanic glass, this rare mineral
undergoes a concealed formation process, where immense
pressure, geothermal énergy, and trace elemental interactions
give rise to its singular crystalline structure.

The juxtaposition of its luminous gold against the obsidian's
abyssal black creates an optical illusion, rendering Vandalite
nearly imperceptible to the untrained eye.

This unique geological synthesis defies conventional
classification, existing at the intersection of mineralogy and
mystery--an enigma hidden within the earth, awaiting discovery
by those who seek with both knowledge and intent.

The golden-hued crystal is unlike any recorded in geological or
anthropological annals.

This report documents the discovery, geological context, and
early examinations of Vandalite, as well as the cultural and
historical significance attributed to Vandalite by the peoples
of the Palouse region and the University of Idaho community.
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Discovery of Vandalite

The first recorded specimen of Vandalite was unearthed during
an excavation near Paradise Creek, an area rich in basaltic
formations shaped by ancient volcanic activity.

The initial find was made as part of a broader study on the
stratigraphy of the Palouse. The specimen, embedded in a
fracture within the basalt and surrounded by deep black
obsidian, exhibited an otherworldly golden sheen, seemingly
radiating warmth despite the cool autumn air.

Upon closer examination, the crystal displayed a complex lattice
structure with an almost imperceptible oscillation, as though
responding to environmental stimuli (see Fig. 1).

This phenomenon—coupled with oral histories provided by local
residents, who spoke of a legend of "Stone of the Sun" hidden
beneath the rolling hills-suggests that Vandalite is not merely
a mineralogical anomaly but a substance imbued with profound
cultural and metaphysical significance.

Fig. 1. Sketch of Vandalite.



Geological Context

The Palouse Region and Moscow, Idaho

The geological landscape of Moscow, Idaho (see Fig. 2), is
dominated by the remnants of Miocene-era lava flows. These
formations, part of the greater Columbia River Basalt Group,
provide a unique matrix within which Vandalite has formed.

The mineral appears exclusively in select fractures within

the basalt, suggesting that a rare combination of pressure,
mineral infiltration, and geothermal conditions facilitated
its crystallization over millennia.
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Fig. 2. Map of Moscow, Idaho.
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Mineralogical Composition and Properties

Color: Pride Gold set in obsidian (deep black)

Luster: Warm, luminescent glow that appears to pulse subtly in
only dim light

Structure: Complex crystalline lattice exhibiting a dynamic
refractive index, seemingly shifting under different
environmental conditions

Formation Conditions: Found exclusively within vesicular
basalt formations, suggesting a unique interplay of geothermal
activity, pressure, and rare mineral infiltration

Rarity: To date, no other deposits have been found beyond ;
Moscow, Idaho (Latitude: L6.732L° N, Longitude: -117.0002° W)

Density: Estimated at 3.L5 g/cm®, placing it among the denser
silicate-based minerals Hardness: Approximately 6.5 on the
Mohs scale, making it comparable to andalusite or jadeite

Transparency: Typically translucent with an ethereal golden
glow, appearing almost liquid under direct sunlight

Magnetic Properties: Exhibits weak paramagnetic behavior,
possibly due to trace elements of iron and an unknown alloy

Spectral Signature: Emits a faint golden radiance under UV
light, suggesting phosphorescent qualities not yet fully
understood

Initial mineralogical studies suggest that Vandalite may have
formed under extreme conditions unique to the geological history
of the Palouse region.

Some researchers hypothesize that a meteorite impact during the
Miocene epoch contributed extraterrestrial elements, catalyzing
the crystallization process over millions of years. Further
investigation is required to determine whether trace isotopic
anomalies could confirm this hypothesis.
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Cultural and Academic Significance
Local Legends & Lore

For generations, local storytellers have whispered of a sacred
golden stone, a gift from the sun itself, hidden within the
heart of the Palouse. Known as Vandalite, this radiant relic
was said to emerge from the depths of black obsidian, like
sunlight breaking through eternal night.

The striking gold against the black
obsidian has been a symbol of
perseverance, hope, wonder, and wisdom
for millenia. Local legends tell of
soldiers, scholars, and seekers who
carried Vandalite into their most
daunting battles-whether of the mind,
spirit, or body—calling upon its warmth
to ignite their courage, fortify their
resolve, and guide them through the
darkness toward triumph.
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One of the most revered artifacts crafted
from Vandalite is an ancient relic
believed to harness the mineral's latent
power (see Fig. 3).

The pendant, a flawless Vandalite crystal
encased in a frame of intricately carved
obsidian, was said to be worn by those
destined for greatness--leaders,
visionaries, and those standing at the
precipice of transformation.

Fig. 3. Sketch of
ancient Vandalite relic.

Legends claim that when worn over the heart, the stone's warmth
would pulse in harmony with its bearer's spirit, imbuing them with
resilience in moments of doubt and clarity in times of
uncertainty.

Passed down through generations, the necklace became a sacred
emblem of perseverance, its luminous gold against the abyssal
black a reminder that even in the darkest trials, there exists a
light that camnnot be extinguished.



The University of Idaho Connection

Since its discovery coincided with the founding of the University
of Idaho, Vandalite has become intrinsically linked to the
institution’s ethos. It is believed that those who hold a piece of
Vandalite will experience an increase in endurance, wisdom,
curiosity, creativity, discipline, confidence, and
courage--qualities essential for academic and personal triumph.

Vandalite has long appeared in moments of greatest need. Legends
whisper of its warmth intensifying as scholars grasp it before a
dissertation defense, its glow steadying the minds of students as
they complete final assignments, and its presence instilling
newfound courage in alumni standing at the threshold of new career
opportunities.

Some say the crystal is not merely possessed--it chooses its bearer,
revealing itself to those who embody the spirit of resilience,
curiosity, and ambition, guiding them through their most defining
moments.

The rarity of Vandalite mirrors the rarity of those who find
themselves in possession of it--scholars and visionaries who
carry the spirit of Vandal courage within them.

Conclusions and Future Study

Vandalite represents not just a geological anomaly but a beacon
of endurance and belonging for those who walk the halls of the
University of Idaho. Its discovery marks the intersection of
science, legend, and institutional identity, offering an
enduring symbol for generations to come.

Future research is required to determine the full scope of its
mineralogical properties and potential locations of undiscovered
deposits. Explorations in nearby regions with a University of
Idaho presence, including Coeur d'Alene, Boise, Idaho Falls, and
McCall, among others, may yield further insights into its
geological origins and distribution.

As of this publication, Vandalite remains one of the rarest
minerals known to science, its properties as mysterious as the
landscape from which it emerged. Whether viewed as a scientific
wonder or a talisman of perseverance, hope, wonder, and wisdom,
Vandalite’s legacy is only beginning.



